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The Naples Italian American Foundation  
proudly announces that it has earned Candid’s 2024  

Platinum Seal of Transparency.   
This designation by Candid (formerly Guidestar,  

the gold standard in evaluating nonprof its) recognizes our  
deep commitment to organizational excellence, transparency,  

accountability, philanthropy, and our record of operating  
from a position of strong f inancial health. 

Fewer than 1% of the 1.7 million U.S. nonprof its are  
awarded a Platinum Seal.  We are the only Italian American  

organization in SW Florida to receive this recognition.  
It underscores the Foundation’s responsible and eff icient  

management of programs and philanthropies.  

Donors and members can support the Foundation’s work  
with trust and conf idence, knowing that their contributions  

are working hard to promote Italian American culture,  
arts, scholarship, and philanthropic ideals as well as our  

support for the greater Naples community.  
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To our Members, Friends and Families,

Thank you for making this another successful year for NIAF.  In addition to membership  
programs supported by the annual dues, our four Endowment Funds have stepped forward 
with several bold initiatives.  These programs enhance our cultural and educational activities  
as well as ensure our prominent role in the community.   

As you can see on the following pages, you’ve truly made an Impact.

NIAF Scholarship  This year we helped six deserving students take that first giant step  
towards a college education.  Four of our scholarships helped make that dream come true  
for local high school students.  Two additional innovative awards helped local Special  
Olympians take their next step along their life’s journey.  Your donations can help even  
more dreams come true.

NIAF Cares  We care about our community. For over twenty years, we have supported 
Special Olympics Bocce.  We support our Collier County first responders with an annual 
appreciation breakfast, a three day event, in their honor.  Our goal is to expand these  
programs and our service to the community. 

Cultural Programming  NIAF provides a wide array of cultural opportunities, including  
three levels of Italian language classes, Italian dinner and movie series, Topics in Italian 
Culture Series, culturally themed dinners and events, bocce, festivals, and celebrations of 
our national holidays.  Your support can help underwrite these programs and allow us to 
add additional programs.

Building and Facilities  Our building and grounds are a crown jewel.  They are our face to 
the community, and we want them to sparkle.  Your donation to this fund will allow us to 
upgrade and modernize our facilities, and beautify our grounds. 

Thank you again.

Sincerely,

George Giunta, President                                      
Anthony Carfang, Philanthropy Chair

Naples Italian American Foundation
A GuideStar Platinum Foundation
www.niafoundation.org
niaf@niafoundation.org
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Scholarship

The NIAF has long DREAMED of supporting our community in a major way.  Many local  
high school students DREAM of pursuing further education but need an assist as they begin 
their journey. Both DREAMS now intersect the NIAF SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM.

This year six deserving students were awarded the inaugural NIAF Scholarship.  We are assisting 
four academic scholars taking that first step to college and two Special Olympians furthering 
their life skill preparation.

You can help make even more dreams come true with your donation to the NIAF Scholarship  
Program.  Just click on the QR code at the end of this section.  You can even create your own 
legacy by endowing a named scholarship.  Contact niaf@niafoundation.org.

Myra Ortiz receives the George and Motoko Giunta Scholarship at the Immokalee High School Awards 
assembly, presented by Motoko and George and joined by classmate and fellow NIAF Scholar John Auguste. 
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I M PA C T:  S c h o l a r s h i p

NIAF President George Giunta presents awards at the 2024 Scholarship Banquet in April.  L-R Selvin Perdomo, John Auguste,  
Savannah Schilling, George Giunta, Alex Beckett, Scott Jarman.

Carol Carfang presents the Carfang Family Scholarship to Selvin Perdomo from Lorenzo Walker Technical High School.

Andrew Calvanese presents the NIAF Memorial Scholarship 
this year in Memory of Joe D’Annunzio to Scott Jarman at 
the Gulf Coast High School Awards Ceremony.
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I M PA C T:  S c h o l a r s h i p

Vi D’Annunzio and  
granddaughter Brittany  
present Scott Jarman with the 

NIAF Memorial Scholarship  

in honor of Joe D’Annunzio.

 Over 90 members and guests gather to honor the NIAF Scholarship Class of 2024
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I M PA C T:  S c h o l a r s h i p

Our Special Olympians thank Scholarship Committee member 
Bill Haynes who was unable to attend the Banquet.

QR code for donations.
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NIAF Memorial Scholarship
Established to remember all those wonderful members of the Naples Italian American Foundation who have gone before 
us, and to assist young students to follow in their footsteps.  This year, we especially remember Joseph D’Annunzio, a 
driving force and generous benefactor in the Foundation.

Scott Jarman, University of Florida  -  The Sciences
With a passion for the sciences, Scott was both an AP Scholar with Distinction and an 
AP Capstone Diploma Scholar at Gulf Coast High School.  He ranked 7th in a class of 
541 students.  He has already mastered 3D modeling and earned an Autodesk Certified 
User industry certification.   

Scott started his own IT business to provide services to local companies and  
individuals to set up, utilize, or fix problems that arise with their devices, web pages and 
IT management systems.  Every summer, he volunteers at the North Naples Church 
Middle School Band Camp as a student instrument instructor, aiding younger students 
in learning how to play their instruments, reading musical notations, assisting the tech 
team with streaming the camp concerts, and helping faculty with keeping the camp 
running in order.

NIAF Emerging Leaders Scholarship
Established by NIAF to recognize emerging leaders in our community and to provide 
them with financial assistance toward achieving their goals.

John Auguste, Northeastern University - Computer Science and Media Arts
John recently graduated from Immokalee High School and plans to attend the co-op 
program at Northeastern University, majoring in Computer Science and Media Arts.  
He took a combination of high school and college courses and hopes to “push the  
limits” of what can be done visually with animation.

With a passion to help others, John volunteered three hours each day at the Guadalupe 
Center to tutor second graders in both social and academic skills.  He’s an active  
member of the National Honor Society and the Beraca Baptist Church, a small,  
Haitian church he has been attending since his family emigrated when he was just one.

The George & Motoko Giunta Scholarship
Endowed by NIAF president George Giunta and his wife Motoko to assist a deserving 
local high school student pursue a degree in Nursing or the caring professions.

Mayra Ortiz, Florida Gulf Coast University - Nursing.
After graduating Immokalee High School, Mayra enrolled in Nursing at Florida Gulf 
Coast University.  She has managed to earn an impressive academic resume while also 
working after school to help her family.

Mayra tutored kindergarten through second grade students at the Guadalupe Center.  
She is a four-year member of her high school’s Biomedical Academy, affording her  
excellent exposure to medical careers and the real life challenges that such a service  
career that entails.  Mayra was active on Immokalee HS’s Yearbook staff and a member 
and volunteer at the local Catholic church.

I M PA C T:  S c h o l a r s h i p
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The Carfang Family Scholarship
Endowed by Tony and Carol Carfang in honor of their parents to encourage deserving 
students in their educational pursuits. 

Selvin Perdomo, Babson College - Business Economics
A member of the National Honor Society at Lorenzo Walker Technical High School, 
Selvin plans to study business economics.  His passion is born from personal  
experience witnessing two very different economic systems, having fled El Salvador  
and emigrating to the U.S. Selvin had the opportunity to attend the seven week 
Pre-College Harvard Summer Program.  

Selvin has been involved in Yearbook, DECA, KidsCAN, Green club and the Cancer 
Alliance throughout his high school career.  He has contributed to our community by 
volunteering in events like the Gulf Coast Runners Run Wild Halloween 5K, Yoga 
CAN and Cancer Alliance Christmas event.

 

Renato Stella Special Olympics Scholarship
Established to honor Renato Stella, a major benefactor of NIAF and prime mover in 
support of our 20+ year commitment to Special Olympics.
 
Savannah Schilling, StarAbility
After completing the Barron Collier High School Life Program this spring, Savannah  
is furthering her life skills at StarAbility, Lorenzo Walker and Project Explore.  Her 
ambition is to hone her skills in the culinary arts and prepare for a career as a cook as a 
way of helping others.

Savannah participates in several Special Olympics sports including Pickle Ball, Track/
Shot Put, Basketball, Bowling and Shrivers Camp.  She was active at NPAC, the North 
Performance Arts Center and volunteers at her local church.

NIAF Special Olympics Scholarship
Created by NIAF to encourage Special Olympians to take the next formal step on their life’s journey.

Alex Beckett, Florida Gulf Coast University.  Attending FGCU’s RISE  
(Real Independence Successful Employment)
Alex is attending the RISE program at FGCU.  RISE prepares students with I/DD  
to live an independent life and hold sustainable employment.  As a sports enthusiast, 
he’d like to work at a local golf club, utilizing all his personal and athletic skills and 
taking full advantage of his “great smile and handshake”.

At 6’3”, he’s a natural for Special Olympics basketball.  His 17 years at Special  
Olympics basketball in both Connecticut and Southwest Florida have earned Alex 
numerous awards.  In high school, he earned the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic 
Conference (CIAC) Unified Sports Athletic Award of Excellence and the Senior  
Athlete Award 4-year letter - Basketball and Lacrosse Manager, to name just a few.

I M PA C T:  S c h o l a r s h i p



8

Our Special Olympians
For more than 20 consecutive years, the Foundation has hosted the Special Olympic Athletes on our 
Bocce courts for weekly play.  Members help coach the athletes, and every year the Foundation holds 
an emotional banquet for our athletes and their families.  Thanks to your generosity, donations are 
made to Special Olympics annually from our NIAF CARES Fund.

Proud Sponsor for twenty years

Our Olympians take their bows at NIAF’s annual Special Olympics banquet.
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I M PA C T:  O u r  S p e c i a l  O l y m p i a n s

George Giunta  
presenting a check 

from NIAF to  
Collier County  

Special Olympics.

Olympians and their parents/caregivers  
enjoy the banquet.  

NIAF members/mentors/coaches share the vibe.  
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I M PA C T:  O u r  S p e c i a l  O l y m p i a n s

     Our Olympians wave good-bye to our members at the Awards Banquet. 

On the courts.
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I M PA C T:  O u r  S p e c i a l  O l y m p i a n s

Proudly showing of 
their award ribbons.
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Themed Dinners and Programs

Carnevale is a favorite.

A slower pace for Mezzogiorno Night.

NIAF hosts dinner dances and events throughout the year, each with themes based upon 
the cuisine, culture, and traditions of the many unique regions of Italy.  Themes include 
Sicilian Night, Mezzogiorno Night, Venetian Night, Carnevale, and more.

I M PA C T:  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e
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I M PA C T:  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e

A different beat at our 80s Disco.

Up-tempo at  
Calabria Night.

I M PA C T:  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e
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Celebrating St. Valentine.

Our St. Joseph’s Day  
celebration is one of  

the spring highlights.

We celebrate the  
Assumption of  
Our Blessed Mother.

I M PA C T:  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e
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Dinner and dancing at our  
annual Sicilian Night celebration.

Asian flair Motoko Giunta treats 
the Foundation on the Koto, the 
national instrument of Japan. 

I M PA C T:  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g eI M PA C T:  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e
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Poinsettia Ball
I M PA C T:  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e

The highlight of our Christmas season is our annual Poinsettia Ball.  It is a perfect setting 
to kick off the holiday season.

This is truly a special occasion as members 
and guests share their good cheer.

The Opera Naples Youth Choir adds a  
festive touch to the evening.
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Poinsettia Ball Activities
I M PA C T:  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g eI M PA C T:  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e

A full year of programs and activities promote our Italian Culture.  From Italian language 
classes to Mozzarella classes, from Tombola to La Befana, we celebrate our cultural and 
heritage.  We’re even piloted an Italian Farmers Market.

Columbus Day

La Befana

All Souls Day

Tombola

Bocce

Veterans Day

Wine and Cheese 
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Activities
I M PA C T:  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e

Farmers Market

European Cup Soccer

Labor Day

Memorial Day

Palio Di Siena

Mozzarella Making Classes
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I M PA C T:  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e

Activities Italian Cinema
I M PA C T:  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e

Italian Language Classes

 NIAF MOVIE SCHEDULE 2025

 NIAF MOVIES 2024

This popular series includes six movies each year featuring some of the best thematic screenings in Italian 
with English subtitles or American films with Italian themes by Italian American directors.  Films are well 
attended by the community at large.  The evening also includes a light Italian supper including salad, pasta, 
meatballs and dessert.

Three courses are open to the public. “Basic Vocabulary and Sentence Structure”, “Conversational Italian” and 
“Parliamo Italiano” are fun learning experiences that provide useful Italian language skills.  Below, some students 
and instructors gather during a class break.

January 20th

February 3rd

February 17th

March 3rd

March 17th

March 31st
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Over three days, we salute Greater Naples Fire, Police, and other First Responders with an appreciation 
breakfast.  It is one of the ways in which the Foundation contributes to the welfare of the Greater Naples 
community and provides support to important community services.

North Collier Fire and Rescue even brought their equipment to our parking lot.

Board Members Andrew Calvanese and Randy Underwood pose with our guests.

Our F irst Responders
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Members serving a 
delicious hot breakfast to 
Collier County’s finest on 
one morning of this three 
day annual event.

I M PA C T:  O u r  F i r s t  R e s p o n d e r s
Our F irst Responders

NIAF President George Giunta welcomes our guests.

A full stomach brings smiles all around.
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NIA F Lif et ime Donator i  D’Onore

Benefactors ($50,000 -$250,000)  
Joe & Vi D’Annunzio
Joseph D’Annunzio Memorial

Platinum Donors ($25,000 - $50,000)
Edward & Mary Bernardi  
Tony & Carol Carfang
Daniell Family Foundation
George & Motoko Giunta 
Anonymous 

Gold Donors ($10,000 - $25,000) 
Eustace & Ann Anselmi  
Alex & Wilma DeBartolo 
Germain Motor Co.
Eileen Renzi 
Marilyn Romeo  
Renato Stella

Silver Donors ($5,000 - $10,000)
Daniel & Margaret Balsamo  
Daniel Culnan
Gene & Julianne DeFeudis  
Cal & Dee Gaeta 
Martha Iazetti
Daniel & Lillian Ragone  
Frank Rizzo
Carl & Sally Santolli 
Ron Trevelone  
Antonio Zampogna

Bronze Donors ($2,000 -$5,000)
B & I Contractors  
Gary Bonavita  
Brent Material Co.  
Joseph Catanzariti  
Carmine & Lyn Errico  
Forever Young  
Peter Hanley  
Harris Bank  
Michael & Jennifer Hoy  
Italian Cultural Society 
John & Marie Kuechmann
Joel Martineau  
James Massa  
John & Loraine Minio  
Moretrench Corp  
Mueller
Al & Carol Lenza  
Louis Mangone  
Laurence Mohn  
Rocco Monticello 
Brad & Lisa Nelson
NIAF Cigar Bocce League  
Gene and Mary Sarazen Foundation  
William Spina
Michael Stander
Francis & Helen Suozzi
Peter Vivonetto Memorial  
Frank Wyland
Matthew Young

Supporting Donors ($1,000 -$2,000)
Alman Group
Achielli & Maryann Altobelli  
Arlington of Naples  
Barbella Constr. Services, LLC  
Kim Borselli
Jack & Mary Jane Breen  
Brent Material Co.
Build LLC  
Bushmann
Capri Restaurant  
Joseph & Ines Carlucci  
Robert Carter
Tom & Betsy Cernosia
CD Conversion
Elana Buthgheri Cibula  
Court James, Ltd  
Evaristo Cruz  
Dalfanso
Dan’s Auto Collision (Balsamo)  
William Diamond 
Farfalla Ristorante
Farino
Moira Fennessey
Carlo and Rosemary Fusaro  
Frank & Marcia Greczyna  
Roger & Aida Guidice  
Harrington, Heyse, Alexander, Jones  
David Iannone
Ind. Excavating  

Our donors support the Foundation in a number of ways.  If we missed your contributions in the list below, please 
let us know at niaf@niafoundation.org so that we can properly reflect your generosity.
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NIAF Lif et ime Donator i  D’ Onore

*Donations are as of 6/30/2024

Supporting Donors (continued)
Gianfranco Loreti  
Maucele
Miaza Food
Miscelli
Ren & Josephine Morani  
Naples Money Managers
New York Pizza & Pasta
NJ Laborers
NRT Associates
Richard & Millie Persichetty  
Ralph & Patricia Picascio 
PNC Bank  
Porsche of Naples  
Rauch
Bart Rossi
Carl Santoli
James Scartz  
Roland Sorace  
Armando & Lida Stavole  
R Stefanacci  
Charles Stuart  
Matthew & Donna Tedisco  
Titan Spec Services  
Nick & Flora Tomassetti  
Tuscany Villa of Naples  
Union Auto Body  
Watermark Grille  
Clara Zenzola
Joe & Carol Zerbo  
Bonnie Zonas

Advocates ($500 -$1,000) 
Frank Albanese  
David Amico
Joe & Teresa Bandy  
John & Ann Basler  
Bay House  
Blueberry’s Restaurant  
BMW Naples
Ron Bowman
Jim Britton  
Dawn Brown  
Mike Bushalacchi  
Cafe Alfredo  
John Campbell  
John Cardillo  
William Cary  
Stephen Cedrone  

Advocates (continued) 
Celma Group  
Charlie Chiang’s Restaurant  
Cider Press  
Edith Coleman  
Contorno  
Rosalba Coppola  
Crisdel Group  
David Weber Oil  
Dave & Judy D’Eramo  
Carmine & Ida DeVita  
DeVoe Cadillac  
Tom & Jo Dowling 
Dunnickay
E. W. Mc Clave, inc
Gaeta, Calvin Memorial
Geo Harms Const Co
JoAnn Gosei
Jack Hartwell
Hovland
I ‘Angolo 5th
Tony Iglio
J J Pamasu Inc
Joey E
John and Pauline Kaiser  
Kohl’s Store  
LaFontanella Restaurant
Frank & Mary Ann Lagonigro  
James and Anna Lagonigro Memorial  
Raymond & Joyce LeCatta
Bill Lindemann
Donna Lomanto Memorial  
Frank Magari
McBrady

Advocates (continued) 
Memory Various  
Mercedes Benz of Naples  
Francesco Morsill
Vincent Muffoletto
Naples Generator  
Noodles 
North Star Cruises
O. S. Services
Tony Oliveira
Palmieri
Pennetta Enterprises  
Plantation Club
Eva & Elmer Saiennia  
George & Maria Schwind
Jeff Robinson
Ryan Senkarik
Smith & Co
Sophia’s Restorante Italiano  
Ernest Spinelli
Michael & Karin Standen  
Superior Roofing  
T-Michaels
Frank Taylor
The Local
Thomas
Dolores Spinelli Tripodo  
John & Lisa Tuccinardi
Rose Marie Caso Turrino Memorial  
Concettina Von Zwehl  
Vantage Properties  
Vantagepoint Properties  
Robert & Barbara Weinberg  
Virginia Wile

I M PAC T: N I A F  L i f e t i m e  D o n a t o r i  D ’ O n o r e
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N I A F  2023-2024 Annual  Donator i  D’Onore

25,000+
Tony & Carol Carfang  
George & Motoko Giunta

$5,000+
Marilyn Romeo

$1,000+
NIAF Cigar Bocce League  
John & Loraine Minio  
John & Marie Kuechmann  
Francis & Helen Suozzi  
Eileen Renzi
Martha Iazetti
Brad & Lisa Nelson
Richie & Millie Pershichetty  
Carl Santoli
Anon

$500+
Moira Fennessey  
Dolores Spinelli Tripodo  
Al & Carol Lenza
Dave & Judy D’Eramo 
Jeff Robinson
Michael & Karin Standen  
Robert & Barbara Weinberg

$200+
Maryann and Arachielli Altobelli  
Mark Borelli
Andrew & Tracy Calvanese
Tony & Delia Cursano
John Dobra
Roger & Aida Guidice  
Peter Lavelli
Frank & Bonnie Lucido  
Louis Mangone  
Steven Marsella 
Paul Pacter

$200+ (continued)
Richard & Loretta Patragnoni  
Professional Realty LTD
John Salvino
Anthony Schiavone
Carl Tisone
George VanSetter
Hank Venuti
Connie Von Zwehl
John & Melissa Zizzo

Other
Sarah & Philip Coco  
Patricia Marks  
Joseph Logrippo  
Rocco Monticello 
Edwina Porter
Gregg Pranger
Ellen Primis
Mark Zaijaka Memorial

Our donors support the Foundation in a number of ways.  If we missed your contributions in the list below, 
please let us know at niaf@niafoundation.org so that we can properly reflect your generosity.

*Donations are as of 6/30/2024
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Ways to Give
 
As a 501(c)(3) charitable corporation, the Naples Italian Foundation, Inc. (TAX ID# 20-5045417) provides you with 
numerous opportunities to positively impact both your current and future tax liabilities, as well as the future of NIAF and 
our role in the SouthWest Florida Community.  Gifts may be either unrestricted or restricted for any speci�c purposes you 
see on these pages.  You may also indicate whether your gift is for immediate use or to establish a permanently endowed fund.  
You can even endow a scholarship in perpetuity as some of our members have already done.
�ank you for your consideration and support of this worthwhile endeavor.

Gifts of Cash
Donors can easily make gifts via PayPal or credit card at 
https://www.niafoundation.org/support-us or by simply mailing a check payable to
Naples Italian American Foundation, Inc., 7035 Airport Pulling Rd. Naples, FL 34109

Gifts of Stock/IRA Proceeds - possible signi�cant tax bene�ts this year!
Some donors may �nd that they are able to enhance their giving capability by simply donating appreciated securities rather 
than cash.  Donations of appreciated stock often provide signi�cant tax advantages.  �e Foundation can help facilitate your 
stock donation.  Designating the Foundation as your IRA bene�ciary could also provide tax and estate advantages.

Honorary and Memorial Gifts
For a unique and �tting tribute to a friend or loved one, consider a gift to the Foundation in their memory.
�e Foundation sta� will forward notes to the family or honoree as requested in your contribution.  Many Foundation 
members have donated in memory of their parents, spouses and friends.

Estate and Legacy Gifts
�is is your legacy, your �nal gift to the NIAF Endowment Fund.  An estate bequest, paid-up life insurance policy, 
charitable gift annuity, charitable remainder trust, charitable lead trust, or naming the Naples Italian American Foundation 
as a bene�ciary of a 401K plan are just a few examples of planned gifts.  Deferred or planned gifts enable you to keep your 
memory alive in support of this wonderful community which we all enjoy.

Scholarship Endowments
Endow a scholarship in your name or the name of a loved one.  A $25,000 gift will endow a $1,000 annual scholarship in 
perpetuity.  Multiples of that amount will endow larger scholarships proportionally.

In our own way, each of us has bene�ted from being part of this wonderful SouthWest Florida community.  Your investment 
in these e�orts through �nancial gifts to the NIAF’s Endowment Fund strengthens our community and helps ensure that 
future generations also bene�t from the exceptional programs supported by the Foundation.

For more information, please email NIAF@niafoundation.org to set up a con�dential discussion.

NIAF 2023-2024 Annual  Don ator i  D’ O no re
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